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) My Polish Work 


By BERTHOLD HEIN 


_ Although I was the first pastor 
preaching in Polish and German in 
‘Canada, there were other pastors 
before my time who preached in the 
Polish language in the U. S. These 
were: Rev. A. Agather, Sr., at Sauk 
Rapids, Minn.; Rev. Jes. Dawidowski 
at Pepple Creek, Minn.; Rev. Ferd. 
‘Sattelmeier at Scranton, Pa.; Rev. 
LL. A. Linn at Westfield, Mass.; Rev. 
Wm. Tober at Colgate, Md.; Rev. S. 
“Martel of Chicago. Rev. Casimir S. 
David, a son of Rev. Davidowski 
| (the latter came to us from the 
Polish National Catholic Church) is 
“now at Westfield, Mass. 
Graduating from the Springfield 
‘seminary, I was on July 30, 1911, 
ordained by Rev. S. Martel at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, Chicago, 
Ill., and accepted the call as the first 
“missionary among the Polish Lu- 
' therans at Russell, Man., and Brewer, 
'Sask., Canada. I was installed in a 
‘farmhouse at Boulton, Man., and 
organized Trinity Lutheran Church 
of 14 members, and a week later at 
Brewer, Sask., Christ Ascension 
Church of 20 members. Services 
| were held at Boulton, Man., in a 
log cabin. I played the reed organ, 
used the table as an altar. Planks 


on blocks and chairs were used as 
seats for one year until we built a 
chapel in 1912, seating about 90 
people. At Brewer we also held our 
services in a farmhouse for two 
years until we erected a church with 
steeple and bell in 1913. Rev. A. 
Agather, Sr., installed me at both 
places which he and Rev. Davidowski 
had served alternately twice a year 
for six years. At both places I held 
religious instructions in Polish with 
the children of school age during 
the week. My salary was $600 a 
year and transportation expenses, 
train and hotel. 

In 1915 I was married to Anna 
Besler of Melville, Sask.; we lived 
in a rented house at Russell, Man. 
Sunday morning we went out 13 
miles to our parish, and in the after- 
noon to a small church, six miles 
farther north to Cana; there 
I preached in German for about two 
years until the settlers moved on 
their homesteads near Shevlin and 
Roblin, Man., where they organized 
a self-supporting congregation. In 
1917 I received a call to Pepple 
Creek, Minn., a self-supporting con- 
gregation; here I preached in Polish 
and German until 1919, when the 
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largest Polish Lutheran Church in 
the Missouri Synod (500 communi- 
cants), with a parochial school of 
100 children called me as their pas- 
tor. Most of the members were 
miners, and a few were farmers who 
had quit the mines and taken over 
farming near Scranton, Pa. Here 
I was privileged to build a two-room 
school with cloakrooms and base- 
ment. We had a teacher and a 
student here for four years of my 
stay; it was a pleasure to work here, 
but filled with no little grief, and 
requiring much patience, because of 
the lack of parental training at 
home. We had over 200 children in 
Sunday school, with 14 teachers as- 
issting me and the teacher. 

But somehow the Lord deemed it 
necessaty to use me in His church at 
my former parish at Pepple Creek, 
for in 1923 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church became vacant and called 
me back again. I accepted and 
stayed there for 21 years. It was 
here that I did my life work to a 
great extent. Six of our children 
were born here, and I preached here 
as also in Scranton, Pa., in three 
languages: Polish, German, and 
English. While here, it was my 
privilege to instruct the children in 
English only, although I preached 
Polish and German to the older 
generation only. Here I buried most 
of the grandfathers and grand- 
mothers whom I knew for 25 years 
and more. 

In 1944 God called me to minister 
to the oldest German parish in the 
circuit, Iosco Twp., near Hancock, 


Minn., where the work was all in 
English. Here I worked by the 
grace of God for seven years. How- 
ever, this was not to be my last 
parish. In 1955 I was called to Beth- 
lehem Lutheran Church, Middleville 
Twp., Annandale, Minn. I taught 
confirmation instructions at the 
parochial school five days a week, in 
the morning, conducted the Ladies’ 
Aid and Missionary League and 
LLL meetings once a month, all in 
English, until July 1956, when 
I suffered a heart attack and, upon 
the advice of my doctor, retired two 
months later. 
Looking back upon my 45 years 
in the ministry, I must say that God 
has given me much grace and blessed 
my work to His glory and the salva- 
tion of souls. Russell, Man., has 
built a new brick church at Inglis 
— 16 miles north, and a parsonage, 
and is a self-supporting parish with 
its own minister (175 communi- 
cants). Pepple Creek and Foley, 
Minn., constituting one parish 
(about 275 communicants), is also 
self-supporting. Scranton, Pa., has 
enlarged its church, but closed the 
school and is using it as a parish 
house for organizational meetings. 
This parish has its own pastor, Emil 
Mach, who is preaching in Polish 
and English. Pastor C. S. David 
conducts Polish and English services 


every Sunday at Colgate, Md. Pas- 


tor Paul Sich and Wm. A. Borken- 
hagen, both of greater Chicago, also 
conduct “double-headers” in Polish 
and English. 
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The Early Teacher Graduates 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


By A.C. STELLHORN, ED. D. 


The record of early teacher gradu- 
ates, herewith presented, has to our 
dest knowledge never been written or 
sublished. So far as the writer has 
seen able to determine until now, it 
is complete and authentic, though 
subject to further investigation. It is 
in itself a testimony to the glory of 
God and the foresight He gave to 
our fathers to look after the training 
of reliable, well-indoctrinated Lu- 
theran teachers. It might also be re- 
garded as a contribution toward the 
commemoration of one hundred 
years of separate teacher training. 


A. Fort Wayne Seminary 
1846—57 
1846: Wolff, Joh. G. 
1848: Ulrich, Casper 
Pinkepank, Joh. 
(Later a pastor) 
Zagel, Andreas 
(Later a pastor) 
1849: Seitz, Joh. 
Koch, Julius 
1850: Kaeppel, Joh. 
1852: Schachameyer, Fr. 
1853: Kundinger, E. 
Ernst, Otto 
1854: Wedel, H. 
Luecke, Chr. 
1855: Kirsch, C. H. 
1856: Brandstettner, G. 
1857: Matthes, Chr. Total 15 
 Abiturienten (Graduates). “50-jaeh- 
riges Jubilaeum des Concordia Seminars 
zu Sringfield, Ill., 1846—96,” pp. 193 to 


195. St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. 1896. 


B. St. Louis Seminary 
1850—63 
Nore. Concordia College, St. Louis, 
Mo., as it was then called and incor- 
porated, did not publish its teacher grad- 
uates; but the following received their 
training, or most of it, at that institution. — 
They are taken from a list of students 
for the school years 1850—51 to 1855 to 
56, and their service as teachers is estab- 
lished from synodical records. 
Becker, Johann A., began teaching 
1863, served seven years. 
Burgdorf, Aug. C., began teaching 
1864, served 50 years; parochial 
school, 1864—70; principal, Lu- 
theran High School and Walther 
College, 1870—1907; continued as 
faculty member, 1907—14. 
Fischer, Ferdinand, taught 1862 to 
65, at Frohna, Mo., as a called 
teacher. Began his training at the 
Perry County College. 
List of students at Concordia Col- 
lege, St.Louis, Mo. Lutheraner 
12, 140. Other sources. 
Bewie, Heinrich W., began his stud- 
ies here in 1854; graduated in Fort 
Wayne 1859. 


C. Milwaukee Teachers Seminary 
January 1855 to October 1857 


1855: Bodemer, Franz. History, 
Trinity, Milwaukee, Wis., 1897, 
ps 29: 

1856: Deffner, Louis. Minutes, Holy 
Cross, Wartburg (Waterloo), Ill. 
Nickel, Peter. Obituary, Luther- 
ner 32, 157. 

1857: Mueller, Carl. Synodal-Be- 
richt 1857, p. 310 (reprint) . 
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D. Fort Wayne Teachers Seminary 
1857—64 

First Graduating Class 
at Easter Time, 1859 

Albrecht, Herman 

Bewie, Heinrich W. 

Beyer, G. Michael 

Eggers, E. A. 

Fathauer, F. 

Feiertag, Benjamin 

Glaser, Traugott 

Haertel, Franz 

Kohlstock, H. Bertram 

Krumsieg, F. 

Nagel, Caspar 

Nuechterlein, J. Geo. 

Winter, J. F. August 

Zacharias, G. Th. 


Before cr after Easter, 1859 
Emrich, Johann Paul 
Roecker, Johann Georg 


Von Renner, Waldemar 


1860: Griebel, H. W. 
Herpolsheimer, Karl 
Hoppe, Heinrich Wilhelm 
Reifert, Herman E. 


Steuber, Georg 
Wilk, Wilhelm Friedrich 


1861: Bartelt, Gottfried 
Brakesuehler, H. W. 
Hoelscher, Dietrich R. 


1862: Garbisch, Samuel 
Gruber, J. Leonhardt 
Gruber, Joseph 
Lindemann, Daniel 
Lossner, H. A. S. 
Moeller, J. F. 

Rix, Friedrich 
Seitz, Georg 

1863: Gertenbach, Adam Oswald 
Krome, August 
Mueller, J. H. Philip 
Steinbach, Louis 
Ungemach, Johann H. 
Wambsganss, Georg 


1864: Backhaus, Mes Be 
Later Addison professor 

Dress, Ernst H. 

Hoelter, Heinrich F. 

Kurz, Johann G. 

Lankenau, Heinrich * 

Pump, Michael 

Riebling, Johann 

Wegner, Johann H. W. 

Weisel, G. Adolf 

Wilde, August W. F. 

Zitzlaff, Carl Ludwig Total: 51 

Grand total of teacher graduates, be- 
fore the opening of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Teachers Seminary at Addison, 
IlL., in 1864, was 73. 

* Not certain about year of gradua- 
tion. First served in the Civil War 
cavalry, then on a Fort Wayne news- 
paper, was a county official, taught pub- 
lic school in Ohio. In our schools 
(Bingen and Friedheim, Ind.), 1886 to 
1909. 


Students Who Transferred from 
Milwaukee to Fort Wayne 
November 10, 1857 
Bellin, August. Died as a Fort Wayne 

student in 1861. 
Eggers, E. A. Graduated in 1859. 
Riebling, Johann. Graduated in 1864. 
Schoenfeld, ——. No record 


Students Who Transferred from 
Fort Wayne to Addison 


Summer of 1864 


Denninger, Johann Georg, graduate of 
Addison 1865. 

Hoffmann, Wilhelm F., graduate of Ad- 
dison 1865; retained as an instructor 
in music for about a year; called to 
Trinity, Milwaukee. 

* Mueller, Andreas (possibly in this 
group), graduate of Addison 1868. 
Ohlendorf, H. F. W. graduate of Addi- 

son 1865. 


————— 
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Pieritz, Gotthilf Heinrich Friedrich, 
graduate of Addison 1868. 


Steuber, H., graduate of Addison 1866. 


* Wilde, August F. W. (possibly in this 
group), graduate of Addison 1867. 

_ * The Fort Wayne student list names 
only a “Miller” (should have been J. H. 
Philip Mueller, and likely also Andreas 
Mueller) and one “Wilde” (should have 
been August W. F. Wilde, and likely 
also August F. W. Wilde). 


Fort Wayne Students Who 

Did Not Go into Teaching 
Bellin, August. Died 1861 
Brutheuser, ——. No record 


Gaertner, Karl. No record as teacher 
* Keller, ——. 


‘Schoenfeld, = UNG tecord 
Schumann, — —. No record 
‘Stoefller, ——, No record 

-* Westrumb, — —. No record 


* Pastor C. F. Keller graduated at Fort 

Wayne in 1861. 

** Probably H. C. F. Westrumb, a pas- 

 senger agent in Fort Wayne, men- 
tioned in Lutheraner 28 (4-1-1872), 
p. 104. 


Careers of the 
Milwaukee Graduates 


Franz Bodemer, born August 6, 
1831, at Karlsruhe, Baden, Ger- 
many, was the first graduate of the 

‘Teachers Seminary in Milwaukee. 
| He must have had previous training, 
for he graduated in 1855, the first 
‘year of the Seminary’s operation, at 
‘the age of 21. He was called to 
teach the lower grades at Trinity 
School, Milwaukee, where the promi- 
nent organist Christian Dietz had 
charge of the upper grades. Bodemer 
served this school eight years, 1855 
to 63; then the school at Lebanon, 


Wis., 20 years, 1863—83; and finally 
a school at Sheboygan, Wis., for 
three years, 1883—86. He retired to 
Milwaukee after 31 years of teach- 
ing, died there January 24, 1910, age 
78 years, 5 months, and 18 days. He 
was buried at Watertown, Wis. 

Louis S. Deffner, father of the 
late Teacher Th. L. F. Deffner, 
lastly at Lincoln, Nebr., and grand- 
father of Prof. Emil H. Deffner, 
now at River Forest, was born De- 
cember 25, 1826, at Harburg, Ba- 
varia, Germany. He graduated from 
the Milwaukee seminary in 1856, at 
the age of almost 30 years, and 
taught a total of 36 years at the 
following places: Holy Cross, Wart- 
burg (Waterloo), Ill, 1856—60, 
St. John’s, Red Bud, Ill, 1866—71; 
St. Genevieve, Mo., 1871—90; and 
St. John’s, St. Louis, Mo., 1890 to 
98. He retired to the Milwaukee 
area, and died during a church 
service outside of Milwaukee on 
May 14, 1899, age 72 years, 4 
months, and 9 days. He was buried 
in Concordia Cemetery, St. Louis, 
Mo., where also his wife was buried 
in 1895. (For a more extensive bi- 
ography, see Lutheraner 1957, No. 
22.) 

Peter Nickel, father of the late 
Superintendent Wm. Nickel of Kan- 
sas and his brother pastors Julius 
and Martin, grandfather of Pastors 
Edmund and Theodor Nickel and 
Teacher Eugene Nickel, was born 
July 18, 1836, in Hessen-Darmstadt, 
Germany. He graduated from the 
Milwaukee Seminary in 1856, age 
20, and served at the following 
places: Zion, Crete, Ill., 1% years, 
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1856—58; Zion, Addison or Bensen- 
ville, Ill, nine years, 1858—67, 
teaching a public school (Schulblatt 
2, 191) connected with the local Lu- 
theran school; Rich, or Richton, 
Cook Co., Ill, 344 years, 1867—70; 
and Iron Mountain, Mo., six years, 
1870—76, where he died April 28, 
1876, at the age of 39 years, 9 
months, and 10 days. He left his 
wife and five small children; these, 
or some of them, were brought up in 
the Addison Orphan Home. A 
beautiful obituary was written by his 
pastor (Lutheraner 32, 157). Nickel 
had come to America with his 
parents at the age of 11. The family 
joined the church of Rev. L. Dulitz 
in Milwaukee, and Peter found em- 
ployment in a hotel. He went so 
strongly for the English language 
that he had trouble at the seminary 
and in his first schools with his native 


German. That’s why he left Crete 
so soon, says the obituray, and that’s 
why he taught an English public 
school in Addison. | 

Carl Mueller, who is usually not 
mentioned as a graduate of the Mil- 
waukee teachers seminary, was a 
student there according to Lu- 
theraner 12 (1856), p. 199. He was 
graduated in 1857 and the same year 
received into synodical membership 
by the Northern District (Synodal- 
Bericht 1857, 310, reprint). Places 
of service were: Town Theresa, 
Wis., 1857; Amelith, Mich., 1858; 
Peoria, Ill., 1858—60; Wartburg 
(Waterloo), Ill, 1860—62; “Lowell 
bei St.Louis, c/o Dr. Walther,” 
1862—66; Port Hudson, Mao., 
1866—68; and at a branch school of 
New Minden, Ill, 1868—78. Re- 
signed in March 1878. Taught 21 
years. No obituary. 


A Collector’s Woe or Joy? 


A RECENT correspondent, deeply interested in preserving historical 
matters pertaining to Synod, shared this experience. 


“I have been collecting for some ten years, even at the risk of being 


called an ambulance chaser or rather hearse chaser. But that is the best 
time to get them. The heirs, usually disinterested children, clean out and 
burn many rare pictures and documents. I was in a home and talked about 
old relics pertaining to our college, and the host told me that he had an 
interesting picture of Dr. Sihler. After a hasty search had failed to produce 
it, he called out into the general direction of the kitchen: ‘Mama, wo ist 
das Bild von Sihler?’ (Mama, where is the picture of Sihler?”) The reply 
indicated that it was on the small table in the living room. And sure, there 
was Dr. Sihler, dressed in his gown and holding a Bible, the picture serving 
as a pad for a large plant whose thick, glossy foliage indicated that it was 

enjoying an ideal environment. This Sihler now rests in our museum.” 


A. RS; 
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: The Father’s Faith — The Children’s Language 
(Continued ) 
The First Seventy-five Years of the Lutheran Witness 
fj By AUGUST R. SUELFLOW, S. T. M. 
Recounting his days as editor of the Witness Dallmann says: 

In the 1891 convention Pastor Frank, the noble founder and 
editor of the Witness, resigned and I was doomed to the editorial 
chair. 

I made a new heading for this paper, much like that of the 
Lutheraner in order to show the unity of the spirit. As the masthead 
I used the “Our Fathers’ Faith, our Children’s Language.” Even a 
younger brother wrote me, “Our Fathers’ Faith and also our Fathers’ 
Language.” “New Course,” now and then came a religious picture — 
“What a desecration!” I have lived to see many pictures, even secular, 
yes, in the Lutheraner.... 

The Witness gave a brief notice of Spurgeon’s death and assumed 
he had gone to heaven. A horrified German brother promptly admin- 
istered stinging reproof ... .** 

Youthful Editor Dallmann laid down the course of his edi- 
torial policies and his Witness objectives when he wrote: 

We purpose to explain, prove, defend, and apply to our times the 
eternal truths of the Bible, as understood by the true Lutheran 

| Church. The distinctive doctrines of the Lutheran Church, for which 
| she was hated and persecuted by Rationalists and Enthusiasts, shall 
| find a place of prominence .... In the German Missouri Synod, in 
the Minnesota, Wisconsin, Norwegian Synods, and in many other 
quarters many young people feel the want of a genuine English Lu- 
theran church paper. As time wings its flight along, the number of 
these people will increase. Into the homes of these people, whoever 
they may be, wherever they may be, the Lutheran Witness would fain 
be received as a welcome visitor and become a bond of union and 
means of communication between all stalwart Lutherans throughout 
this God-favored land of outrs.®” 


Serving as an urban pastor, Dallmann’s time devoted to the 

Witness necessarily was limited. Hence he divided the work among 

. four of his fellow members of the English Synod, namely, Pastor 

. A. S. Bartholomew in charge of the doctrinal department; Pastor 

. A. Detzer in charge of translations; Pastor R. L. Goodman in 

charge of the home department; and Pastor C. Spannuth in charge | 
of exchanges and news. 

Under Dallmann’s capable, adroit, and fearless editorship, the 

Witness attacked the problems of the day in a language which was 

reminiscent of the Old Testament prophets. Conscious of his posi- 


| 
| 34. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 58. 
35. Lutheran Witness, X (June 21, 1891), 12. 
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tion, Editor Dallmann hit the hardest wherever the enemy presented 
the weakest flank. However, after slightly more than four years 
he felt constrained to submit his resignation. 

In his “good-by” editorial Dallmann pointed to the tempo- 
rary nature of his responsibilities when he wrote: 


When four and a half years ago Synod put the whole respon- 
sibility of the editorship upon the shoulders of one city pastor, it was 
of course the merest makeshift. It was resorted to because no other 
suitable arrangements could be had owing to the circumstances ob- 
taining at that time. 

Times have changed. Synod has grown. We have now several 
places where more of the brethren are thrown together who can con- 
sult daily and subdivide the work among themselves and together 
carry the responsibility. 

Upon our and our congregation’s request Synod at the last con- 
vention relieved us of our duties, and it was eminently proper that 
these should devolve upon the brethren at Conover, N.C... . 

No one knows our limitations better than we do, and with poign- 
ant grief we have often felt that we had fallen lamentably short. of 
our high ideal. Yet in the kindness of their hearts many of our read- 
ers have written to commend our labors, stating this or that had been 
helpful to them. For their kind appreciation we thank them, for 
the measure of success we praise the Lord... . 

Our opponents we have treated with courteous candor, and have 
given them the benefit of the doubt — the same treatment we fain 
would have from others. In our polemics we desired truth, not victory. 

When we denounced the abuses elsewhere, we were not unmind- 
ful of shortcomings in the home camp. _ 

We were set for the defense of the Gospel, and we glorified in 
the Cross of Christ and were not deterred if in so doing we had to 
bear the reproach of being “Missourian.” 

May the Lutheran Witness continue true to its name and bear 
witness to the truth, whatever the opposition may be.?° 


Printers and Prices 


Who the first printer of the Lutheran Witness was is not 
known. The first volume, however, was issued under Frank’s care 
in Zanesville, Ohio. This unknown printer evidently encountered 
some difficulties with his employees, for Frank apologized at the 
conclusion of Volume 1: “The publication of the last number of 
the Witness was delayed by an unfortunate strike in our printet’s 
establishment.” 

With the beginning of the second volume, publication was 
moved to Cleveland, and a business manager was appointed, re- 


36. Ibid., XIV (Oct. 21, 1895), 78. 
37. Ibid., I (April 21, 1883), 184. 
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lieving Frank of the business responsibilities. The first business 
manager, who served for little more than one year, was F. M. F. 
Leutner, teacher at the parish school of Zion Church, Cleveland, 
of which H. C. Schwan was the pastor. Frank explained the move 
was necessitated “mainly for the purpose of relieving the editor 
of the work of attending to this department too. Our readers will 
please note the change and send orders, remittances, and all letters 
referring to address changes to Prof. Leutner.”** Though only 
17 years old at the time of graduation in 1865, Leutner has the 
distinction of being the first graduate of the Addison (River 
Forest) teachers seminary.” 

After the Cleveland District Pastoral Conference had with- 
drawn its support from the Witness, Frank again was forced to 
assume personally the management of financial and mailing af- 
fairs. When the English Conference of Missouri assumed sup- 
port in 1888, it appointed its own financial committee, consisting 
of Pastors C. L. Janzow, Herman Birkner, both of St. Louis, and 
Pastor A. W. Meyer of Rader, Mo.” 

The real work of business manager, however, rested upon 
the shoulders of H. Birkner, pastor of Christ Church, St. Louis, 
from 1885 to 1890. When Birkner accepted a call to Boston, Mass., 
the attempt was made to have him continue as manager. However, 
this arrangement did not work out satisfactorily. 

The basic reason for the change was explained in a “Note 
to Subscribers” which stated: “The United States postal laws re- 
quire that the publisher of a periodical live in the town where such 
a paper is published. The undersigned [Birkner], on account of 
his removal from St.Louis, has tendered his resignation. Rev. 
C. L. Janzow, having been appointed .. . will henceforth attend 
to the management... .”*” 

Janzow, pastor of Bethlehem Congregation, St. Louis, served 
as manager until Wm. Dallmann became editor in June 1891. 
Since Dallmann was a resident of Baltimore, Mr. John L. Singe- 
wald, also of that city, took over these duties. After a brief period 
he was succeeded by Mr. Philip C. Treide, who again was replaced 
shortly by Pastor H. B. Hemmeter. From February 1894 until 
December 1911, the American Lutheran Publication Board super- 


38. Ibid., I (May 21, 1883), 5. 


39. For obituary, see Lutheraner LXXII (Nov. 21, 1916), 435, also Schulblatt, 
LI (August 1916), 246. An account of his 50th-anniversary celebration is found 
in Schulblatt, XXV (May & June, 1890), 137 ff. 


40. Lutheran Witness, VII (Dec. 21, 1888), 109. 
41. Ibid., IX (Dec. 21, 1890), 112. 
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vised the financial and business matters. With the conclusion of 
Volume XXX, the Witness had become the official organ of the 


Missouri Synod; its management from then to the present has been 


entrusted to the care of Concordia Publishing House of St. Louis. 


Usually the Witness appeared on time even under adverse 
circumstances. Two tardy instances, however, stand out. The strike 
in the printery has already been referred to. On another occasion, 
in June 1887, Editor Frank, after he returned from the synodical 
convention in St. Louis, offered this apology: “We believe our 
readers will gladly excuse the delay if we tell them that we have 
been absent in attending synodical work and the great funeral 
{Dr. Walther’s} that bereaved the whole Lutheran Church.” 

With tongue in cheek, Frank occasionally inserted a bit of 
humor in the Witness. Thus he reported: “ ‘All About the Sinners!’ 
When the General Synod [a Lutheran group not in fellowship 


_ with the Missouri Synod] was assembled in Springfield, Ohio, 


a pushing newsboy occasioned not a little merriment as he ran 
through the streets crying, ‘Papers —all about the sinners!’ He 
meant Synod.” 

The first issue announced the cost a subscription as “$1.00 
per year in advance.” This extremely low rate remained in effect 
for more than 38 years, until September 15, 1920. How could the 


expanded Witness be produced so cheaply? During the first years 


a smaller issue was, of course, published. Then the editor expressed 
the hope: “Now, ff there remains, after deducting all necessary 
expenses, any surplus in its treasury at the end of a volume, such 
surplus is devoted to other English missionary work. Thus our 


subscribers assist not only in conducting the paper itself but also 
in defraying other expenses of the English home mission.”** The 


cost of producing the bimonthly was estimated to be at least $1,000 
annually. “This pays only the paper, the printing, the wrapping 
and mailing, whilst the writers for the paper must do all their 
work gratuitously.”*° 
Obviously the cost of the subscription had to be ‘aire 
in the days following World War I, when cost of production soared 
and income reached a new high. The increase amounted to only 
25 cents a year. Co-editor Martin S. Sommer, announcing the 
higher rates, expressed his surprise that it had not been done much 


42, Ibid., VI (June 7, 1887), 4. 
43. Ibid., II (July 21, 1883), 38. 
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earlier. “Some publications,” he stated in July 1920, “have had 
two or three increases in subscription rates, although they carry 
thousands of dollars’ worth of advertising, whereas the Lutheraner 
and the Lutheran Witness do not carty one cent’s worth of paid 
advertising.” *° 

During the stagnant depression days the subscription cost was 
again reduced to its original amount of $1.00 a year. For 12 years, 
from 1935 to 1947, this price remained in effect. For one year 
the $1.25 rate obtained, which was increased in October 1948 to 
$1.50. The third increase in 75 years of publishing came as re- 
cently as September 1956, when the price was announced at So 172 
a year strictly in advance.” 

Conflicting evidence makes it difficult to say precisely when 
Concordia Publishing House became the publisher or printer of 
the Witness. Dr. Edmund Seuel, for many years manager of 
Synod’s publishing business, stated: “The 1912 volume (XXXI) 
of the Lutheran Witness was the first to be published by Concordia 
Publishing House.”** This, however, cannot be valid, unless he 
referred to “official” or “synodical” printing. As early as Decem- 
ber 7, 1887, the Witness carried the back-page line: “Concordia 
Publishing House, printer.” Undoubtedly some members of Synod 
began to look upon the business and editorial affairs of the Witness 
in the same light as they were accustomed to handle their Lutheraner 
affairs. To curb this, Frank announced: “In order to remove any 
false impression that may have got abroad because of the fact that 
‘The Lutheran Witness’ is printed at the ‘Concordia Publishing 
House,’ we would ask to state once more, that ‘Concordia . . .’ of 
St. Louis, Mo., is in no way connected with the management of 
the ‘Witness.’ Consequently no business matters pertaining to the 
‘Witness’ . . . ought to be directed there.”** 

Since Pastor Birkner of St. Louis served as business manager, 
this arrangement seemed workable. When Dallmann became edi- 
tor and the management was moved to Baltimore in June 1891, 
the synodical publishing house lost the account. It was returned, 
however, in 1912, 21 years later, as Dr. Seuel correctly states, to 


“Concordia of St.Louis. Here it has remained for the past 49 


years under the loving and watchful eye of professionals in the 
publishing business, together with all other official journals and 
magazines of Synod. 


46. Ibid., XXXIX (July 20, 1920), 230. 
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TABLE I 

LUTHERAN WITNESS RATES AND NUMBER OF COPIES ISSUED 

Date Volume Cost Copies Published - 
1882 — 1920 JI — XXxXIx $1.00 1,000 — 66,500 
1920 — 1935 XXXIX — LIV 1.25 66,500 — 57,000 
1935 — 1947 LIV — LXVI 1.00 57,000 — 306,125 
1947 — 1948 LXVI— LXVII 125 306,125 — 312,925 
1948 — 1956 LXVII — LXXV 1.50 312,925 — 419,200 
1956 — present LXXV — a) 419,200 — 425,000 

Mastheads 


Six mastheads in 75 years! The first half of the 75 years of 
the Witness produced only two designs, while four appeared in 
the last half. The first masthead in use ten years was exceptionally 
simple. Almost austere in its simplicity, black letters gave the title 
of the periodical, the volume, date, place of publication, and the 
number. The only variation is apparent in heavier or lighter type. 
The most far-reaching changes are the ones specifying “official” 
sponsorship. Thus the story of the support from a pastoral con- 
ference to the English Synod of Missouri is tersely documented. 
Even a change of editors, from Frank to Dallmann, did not im- 
mediately produce a new symbol. 

With the issuance of the first number of Volume XI, a change 
was briefly introduced by Editor Dallmann under “Notes and 
Notions.” He writes: “We take great pleasure in presenting to our 
readers a new heading of the Lutheran Witness and hope that the 
same will give satisfaction to all; it was procured at great trouble 
and expense. The Luther is after Professor Donndorf’s bust, con- 
ceded by critics to be the best there is.”*” Prof. Adolf Donndorf, 
a student of Rietschel, and co-worker of his, completed the Worms 
Luther Monument after Rietschel’s death. This is the original 
after which the Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Luther statue was 
molded. It shows a determined Luther, with clinched jaw above 
the inscription “Here I Stand. I Cannot Do Otherwise. God 
Help Me. Amen.” The “L” of the Lutheran Witness is patterned 
after the “L” in the Lutheraner masthead and also shows the eternal 
angel of Rev. 14:6, 7. For 28 years this portrait of Luther with 
the eternal angel entered the homes of the Witness readers. The 
transfer of the Witness from the English Synod to the Missouri 
Synod, as well as several changes in editors (Dallmann, the faculty 
of the Conover College, and the Graebner-Sommer partnership) , 


49. Ibid., X (June 7, 1892), 4. 


continued its design for 28 years, until 1921. No other Witness 
masthead ever survived so long. 

The third masthead, introduced by Graebner and Sommer, was 
used for 14 years. It consisted of a simplified script title, flanked 
on the left with a quotation from John 18:37, taken over from the 
previous masthead, and on the right by 2 Cor. 6:17 and from the 
Smalcald Articles, “Of the Power and Primacy of the Pope,” para- 
graph 42 (Triglotta, p.517). A small print of the “Luther rose” 
appeared at the very top in the center. The postal authorities 
demanded that the width of the previous head be reduced. “It 
seems that the subscribers’ addresses would sometimes extend be- 
yond the margin into the shading at the edge of the cut and hence 
were illegible.” In addition, the old cut had worn to such an ex- 
tent that it was no longer clear. “One of the best Western 
draughtsmen was commissioned to draw a new head... . Of its 
churchliness and artistic excellence there can be no question,” 
stated Dr. Theodore Graebner in introducing the new design in 
£71. 

Old English type identified the Lutheran Witness fourteen 
years later. On January 14, 1936, a new simple design was adopted. 
All Scripture references and symbols were excluded. All that 
remained were the title, subtitle, and the declaration of ownership. 
Undoubtedly because of its lack of fascination this masthead with 
the shortest life was discontinued in December 1941. 

The fifth design, of Scotch Roman type, almost gave the 
impression of a typewritten copy. A lined background for the title 
gave shading. The editorial committee at the change still consisted 
of Graebner and Sommer; associate editors were W. G. Polack, 
G. V. Schick, and R. R. Caemmerer. This design was used for 
eight years, from January 6, 1942, until December 27, 1949. 

Under the editorial committee consisting of W. G. Polack, 
G. V. Schick, R. R. Caemmerer, L. W. Spitz and A. C. Repp, the 
current design was introduced on January 10, 1950, with Vol. 
LXIX, No. 1. Color was introduced, and usually the front cover 
contained a picture of peace and contentment. Scenic views were 
considered especially appropriate. In recent years these have given 


way to pictures of church buildings and church leaders. This type 


is still in use today with variations from issue to issue. 


Sparrow on the Housetop 
A sparrow chirping on the housetop can be irritating, or it 
can be a sweet voice of spring. The early Witness undoubtedly 
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was both, depending on the readet’s viewpoint. Modestly and 
picturesquely Editor Frank frequently referred to his work as 
a “sparrow on the housetop.” This “sparrow” was transformed 
into an “eagle” in later years. Greater influence, expanded cir- 
culation, wider coverage, all tended to require the participation and 
service of an editorial committee rather than a single editor. 

The English Conference, which had published the Witness 
since 1888, elected a new editorial committee after Dallmann’s 
resignation in 1895 and shifted the publication to Conover, N. C. 
For the next sixteen years this was to remain its home. Gone arte 
the editors of this third period of the Witness, and gone is the 
educational institution they served. 

Since Concordia College of Conover is no longer in existence, 
a few words on the history of the school may be in order. Located 
in the heart of Tennessee Synod Lutheranism, the institution was 
called into being on March 11, 1878. Its founder, P. C. Henkel, 
had been intimately associated with C. F. W. Walther in or- 
ganizing the English Conference of Missouri in 1872. Hence the 
name “Concordia College” was given to the new institution. 
W. H. T. Dau and George A. Romoser were called in 1892 as 
president and professor of the school. At that time the control 
of the institution passed into the hands of the English Synod 
of Missouri. Insurmountable obstacles, such as the financial de- 
pression of the thirties and a destructive fire, prompted the Mis- 
souri Synod to administer the coup de grace in its 1935 convention. 
A chapter in the history of the Lutheran Church in North Caro- 
lina was completed. 

The original Missouri Synod faculty at Conover served as 
the editorial committee of the Witness from 1895 to 1912. Promi- 
nent men on the faculty at the time were: W. H. T. Dau, president, 
who served as editor in chief from 1895 to 1899; Prof. George 
A. Romoser, who twice served on the staff, the first time at Con- 
over, from 1895 to 1912 (as editor in chief from 1899 to 1912), 
and a second time as pastor in Cleveland, again as chief editor, 
from 1912 to 1914; Prof. Louis B. Buchheimer, from 1895 to 1896; 
Prof. Carl A. Weiss, from 1896 to 1914; Prof. George H. 
A. Luecke, from 1896 to 1912. Of this group Romoser served 
the longest on the staff, for a total of 19 years; Weiss served 18 
years. All of these men gave amply of their time and talents. 
Many of them were close personal friends, and their associations 
on the Witness staff cemented their friendship even further. With 
the exception of Weiss these men were native-born Americans and 
were trained at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. The last issue of 
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B thie Witness produced by the Conover faculty appeared on 
i April 25, 1912, and represented Vol. XXXI, No. 9. 

New arrangements for an editoral staff became necessary in 
1911, when the English Synod became the English District of the 
Missouri Synod. Among the “Articles of Agreement,” the second 
article referred to the Witness. It was resolved that “the Lutheran 
Witness be made the official English church paper of the whole 
. Synod, but that the editor be chosen from the English District, 
or that the English District be given at least equal representation 
on the editorial staff.””* 

The Conover Editorial Committee reported in 1911: “Great 
difficulty has been experienced in getting manusctipt from the pas- 
tors, with a few laudable exceptions. It is a matter of regret that 

news items from our congregations were not sent in more frequently 
. and more generally. The appropriation voted for the services of 
d a stenographer and typist has never been drawn by us, because we 
H wished to keep expenses at a minimum. We do not think it de- 
sirable that the Publication Board make standing use of the entire 
last page of every number of the Witness.””” 

After the Witness had become the English voice of the Mis- 
souri Synod, a committee was appointed to study the new proce- 
dure. This committee consisted of Pastors P. Brand, J. H. C. 
Fritz, and H. P. Eckhardt, together with President F. Pfotenhauer. 
The Conover faculty was asked to continue temporarily. A new 
editorial staff of four was selected by January 1912. These men 
were to serve until Synod met in convention in 1914. Two former 
staff members, Romoser and Weiss, were reappointed. Romoser 
continued to serve as editor in chief. At this time the former 
professor was pastor in Cleveland, where the periodical had re- 
ceived its first support thirty years earlier. Professor Weiss, still 
teaching at Conover, though later pastor in Illinois, served as 
associate editor. New men added to the staff as associates were 
William Broecker, pastor of the “First German Lutheran” con- 
gregation of Pittsburgh, Pa., and Pastor Guido Schuessler of Our 
Redeemer, Chicago. 

It was reported that the new committee consented to serve, 
though “they did so reluctantly.” The aim of the committee was 
“to make the Witness what it ought to be, in fact as well as name, 
the English organ of the entire Synod of Missouri.” Circulation 
was to be increased, and the paper enlarged. All matters for pub- 
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lication passed through the hands of the editor in chief. “The 
editorial work, however, was divided in such a way that each editor 
will do a material part of the work, thereby making the chief 
editor’s burden as light as possible.””* Circulation during this tran- 
sitional period was just short of 3,000. The peak of 6,000 was 
reached in 1914, which soared to 11,000 the following year. 


% TABLE Ii 
LUTHERAN WITNESS AND LUTHERANER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Year Witness Printed Lutheraner Printed 
1912 3,900 
1914 : 6,000 
1915 11,000 
1920 66,500 
1925 36,000 38,000 
1930 32,000 29,000 
1935 57,000 23,000 
1940 92,800 24,200 
1945 231,625 31,260 
1950 316,200 21,690 
1955 375,800 17,000 
1957 425,000 15,425 


The District Supplement plan, begun by the Iowa District prior 
to 1935, as well as the “blanket” subscription plan, augmented the 
number of subscribers considerably. December 16, 1947, produced 
the first “air mail” edition of the Witness. ° 
At its convention in 1914 the Missouri Synod resolved to in- 
crease the Witness to sixteen pages and arrange for contents simi- 
lar to those of Der Lutheraner. 


An editorial committee of two shall take charge, one man to be 
a member of the faculty at St.Louis, the other a member of the 
English District residing at St. Louis. The faculty at St. Louis shall 
select one of its own members as the final member of the Editorial 
Committee; President [Martin S.] Sommer shall be the second mem- 
ber. At the discretion of this new Editorial Committee associate edi-- 
tors [italics in the original] may be sought. The present editorial 
committee will kindly continue in office until a new committee is ready 
to act. And the Witness is not to accept paid advertisements.°4 


The newly elected editors, Theo. Graebner and Martin S. 
Sommer, assumed their new duties with the issue dated July 14, 


1914 (Vol. XXXIII, No. 15). The next 35 years ushered in the 
longest editorial partnership in American Lutheran journalism. 


93. Lutheran Witness, XXI (March 28, 1912), 53. 
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“In Transition — A Partnership”’ 


Periods of transition are always fraught with problems. When 
these transitions pertain to language in the area of theology, they 
can become devastating. History amply demonstrates this! There 
were those who predicted that the Missouri Synod would not be 
able to move through a transition of language unscathed and un- 
harmed. In retrospect, however, we find that a complete change 
from exclusive use of German to almost exclusive work in English 
has been achieved without loss of the genius of Lutheranism. In 
fact, The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod stands on the thresh- 
old of a new era with its theology.and practical equipment. The 
Lutheran Witness was a factor in bringing about the smooth tran- 
sition from German to English. 

During this crucial period the church’s fortunate choice of 
editors fell on two men who were destined to work together in 
the most intimate harmony for 35 years. These men, known and 
respected throughout the length and breadth of Synod, made the 
Witness the effective and influential magazine it is today. This 
editorial partnership consisted of Drs. Theodore Graebner and 
Martin S. Sommer. Nowhere in the history of American Lutheran 
journalism can a parallel be found to the Graebner-Sommer editor- 
ship. 

It started when the Witness became the “official English organ” 
of the Missouri Synod. The Articles of Agreement specified that 
one of the editors be drawn from the ranks of the newly formed 
English District. No more suitable man could be found than Pas- 
tor Sommer. A figure in his own District, an author of note, 
Sommer served Grace Church of St. Louis at that time. On the 
other hand, Theodore Graebner had earlier been called to the “pro- 
fessorship for church papers””” at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
His primary work centered in the editorial preparation of the 
Lutheraner and a portion of Lehre und Wehre. Thus when the 
Witness became the property of Synod, his duties were extended 
to include work on that magazine also. The electoral college had, 


according to Dr. William Arndt, chosen the “ablest man available.” 


Both men were native-born, second- and third-generation 
Americans. With an age difference of only seven years, these men 
were by environment, nature, and outlook divergent though com- 
plementary personalities. In an address memorializing Dr. Som- 
mer, Graebner stated: “I had known Dr. Sommer long years as 
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a brilliant scholar and a great writer, a leader in Synod’s work.” 
Commenting on their editorial association, he remarked in the 


same address: “Never in all 35 years of close, daily associations — 


did he weaken in his devotion to duty. The love of Christ held 
him so that he never became frustrated, never cracked under the 
strain. He was a man. Heart of oak, heart of oak!”?® 

It was unique for two such men to work intimately together 
without a rupture or ripple of any kind. Dr. Wm. Arndt in his 
“In Memoriam” of Dr. Theodore Graebner puts it thus: “At that 


Theo. Graebner 
Editor, 1914—49 


Martin S. Sommer 
Editor, 1914—49 


juncture began the unique editorial partnership which was to be 
the delight of Lutheran Witness readers for 35 years, the team- 
work of Drs. Sommer and Graebner, the former representing the 
English District of the Missouri Synod, the latter the faculty of 
Concordia Seminary. How beautifully the two men supplemented 
each other, Sommer writing as the wise, thoughtful pastoral coun- 
selor, Graebner as the alert theological commentator! The Lu- 
theran Witness soon grew with the rapidity of an avalanche.””’ 
The two men had one element in common which bound them 
together in the greatest harmony. This was the very feature which 
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made the Witness strong and influential, namely, a total and com- 
plete reliance upon God’s Word. 

In commenting on Sommert’s life, Graebner placed his finger 
on the source of strength when he said: “He had an ardent love 
for the Lutheran doctrine. ... There was in his heart a deep love 
and reverence for the Word of God.” 

When others who did not share this devotion to Scripture ex- 
pressed their amazement at the unanimity of spirit of the Witness 
editors and the resultant unchanging policies, Sommer edito- 
tialized: 

The question is sometimes raised: “Do our periodicals still main- 
tain the stand which they defended 40 and 50 years ago?” The writer 
has read the Lutheraner for more than 70 years. He has read the 
very first number of the Lutheran Witness issued 67 years ago and 
has scarcely missed any number of it since then. During their many 
years a number of different men served the church as editors of their 
periodicals. These men differed just as Paul, Peter, Isaiah, and Jere- 
miah differed. They differed just as Walther, Wyneken, Sihler, 
Guenther, Pieper, and August Graebner differed... . There is no 
change in the stand of our periodicals on those matters which God’s 
Word decides.°® 

Theodore Graebner was well suited to his editorial tasks. As- 
sociated with higher educational institutions throughout his en- 
tire life with the exception of seven years in the parish ministry, 
he began his editorial training on the Illustrated Home Journal (the 
English Abendschule) and the Lutheran Herald, at that time issued 
by the Norwegian Lutheran Church. Immediately upon his gradua- 
tion from Concordia Seminary, where his father and grandfather 
had taught, he became an instructor at St. Louis Walther College. 
For six years he was associated with the Lutheran Ladies’ Seminary 
at Red Wing, Minn., in the department of biology and English. 
This was followed with a successful ministry in Chicago. In 1913 
he was called to the St. Louis Seminary, where he served until his 
retirement and death on November 14, 1950. In addition to his 
work on the Witness, Dr. Graebner experienced a many-faceted 
career of inestimable services to Synod, too numerous to recount 
here. 


near Baltimore, Md., in 1869. Also a graduate of Concordia Sem- 
inary, St.Louis, he began his parish activities at Grace Church, 
St. Louis, where he served from 1891 to 1920. That year he was 


58. Ibid., LXIX (Jan. 10, 1950), 13. 
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Dr. Martin S. Sommer was born in a parsonage in Blenheim, 
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called to a professorship at his alma mater, faithfully carrying out 
his duties until his retirement and death on December 16, 1949, 


eleven months before Graebner died. Sommer also has the dis-— 


tinction of having served as the second President of the English 
District, from 1912 to 1915." 

On October 1, 1949, this editorial parents was dissolved. 
Younger men were to take over the strenuous duties of meeting 
immovable deadlines. In their farewell editorial, the successor staff 
affirmed: “It goes without saying that their work has wielded a 
strong influence on the thinking of our own constituency, which 
during their editorial lifetime has changed from a strongly Ger- 
man-speaking group to an almost completely English-speaking 
and thoroughly Americanized one. That they have, under God, 
during this critical transition, played at least a modest part 
in keeping our constituency true to the principles and practices of 


: Lutheranism, also may be said without fear of successful asta 


diction.” 


Under the Graebner-Sommer leadership and the divine bene- 
diction of a gracious God, the staff fully realized its position in 
the world of theology. It wrote: 

The Lutheran Witness is known beyond the limits of our own 
synodical organizations. We of the staff have never met a church- 
_man of the Lutheran and Reformed groups who was not familiar with 
our paper and with its stand. The Lutheran Witness has for more 
than a generation been quoted on every continent as the voice of the 
Missouri Synod, and no doctrinal position taken in this paper has 
ever been contradicted or disavowed by any resolution of Synod or 
by a synodical District or by any publication issuing from our official 
press. It has been a beacon of light and a tower of strength to every 
~ churchman the world over who upholds the authority of the Bible 
and who believes that unity in the faith is a condition of Christian 
fellowship.®” 
“Sixty Men in Seventy-five Years’’ 


Unusual as it may seem, the “inner circle” of the Witness 
editors and managers totals approximately 60 men in its 75-year 
history, this in spite of the fact that the two editors served simul- 
taneously for 35 years. As one adds up the names of those who 
were intimately associated with the Witness in one capacity or 
another, the figure represents virtually one new staff member for 
each year of the magazine’s existence. This phenomenon is par- 


60 For a biography of Sommer see Concorpia Hisrorican INstiruUTE Quar- 
TERLY, XXIII (Oct. 1950), 123 ff. and (Jan. 1951), 159 ff. 
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tially produced by the fact that the Witness chiefly throughout its 

entire history was edited by a committee rather than by a lone editor. 

Even during the long editorial partnership of Graebner and Som- 

mer, the subcommittee consisted of William Gustave Polack, 

George V. Schick, and E. J. Friedrich. Though these three semi- 

nary professors had been associated with the editorial staff prior 
| to January 10, 1939, it is this issue which prints their name on 
| the masthead for the first time. Only one year later Friedrich, who 
had accepted a call to the Wheat Ridge Sanatorium, was replaced 
| by Richard R. Caemmerer on October 1, 1940. Polack was pri- 
marily in charge of the obituaries and verse, Schick of the news, and 
Caemmerer of editorials. A “research assistant” was added to the 
staff for the first time on January 1, 1946, in the person of Dr. 
Karl Kretzmann, director of the Concordia Historical Institute 
at that time. Prolonged ill health, however, forced his retire- 
ment from this position on February 10, 1948. The work previously 
done by him was assumed by other members of the staff. 

Just prior to the Graebner and Sommer retirement two new 

. seminary professors were added to the corps, namely, Lewis W. 
Spitz, on November 18, 1947, and Arthur C. Repp, on October 4, 
1949. Thus, after the retirement of Graebner and Sommer the 
editorial committee consisted of Polack as chairman, Schick, 
Caemmerer, Spitz, and Repp. This committee became responsible 
for the “new” Witness, which made its first appearance in 1950. 
Color was frequently used on the cover, and a variety of photo- 
graphs appeared. The committee editorialized: 
The over-all aim of the new arrangement of the content is to 
make the Witness more readable and attractive. . . . Included in this 
section will also be material on the work of Synod at home and 
abroad, in the field of missions, education, stewardship, charities, and 
other endeavors. The editorials will be confined to the two middle 
pages, and, as they will reflect the thinking of the entire staff, they 
will be unsigned. Letters from our correspondents will be published 
if they are of interest to our readers.” 


This period also introduces the name of a woman for the 
first time on the Witness “staff list.” She was Miss Lois Sohn, 
} whose name appears in the issue of July 11, 1950, though her ac- 
. tivities began prior to that time. She was succeeded by Miss Har- 
riet E. Schwenk, who assumed her new duties on November 1, 
1951. Still on the staff today, she has completed almost six years 
of service as editorial assistant. 

For the short period of about a year Polack served as one of 
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the leading members of the staff when the Lord cut short his serv- 
ices by his death on June 5, 1950. The staff in its memorial 
editorial stated: 

He came to the staff of the Lutheran Witness in 1925, upon 
joining the faculty of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. With the 
retirement of Drs. Graebner and Sommer, he became the chairman 
of the staff. He laid aside a number of other duties in order to clear 
time for the arduous labor involved in the reorganization of the staff 
and the magazine itself. He was devoted to the principle that the 
Lutheran Witness is uniquely a synodical organ, a reflection and 
witness of the denomination as a whole. His own literary contribu- 
tions for the magazine were always treasured. They lay particularly 
in the fields of Christian worship and hymnology and the problems 
of the Lutheran Church in America. Some of his loveliest poetry first 
appeared in the columns of this magazine.°* 


His editing abilities also were recognized and used in several 
other synodical publications. Dr. Theodore Graebner said: “We 
loved and admired [him] as our colleague and fellow editor of 
so many years.”"” 

Shortly after Polack’s death the Witness was to be reorganized 
once again. Already in its 1950 convention the Missouri Synod 
adopted two regulations pertaining to the editorship of the Witness. 
Still other matters were referred to the Praesidium, the Board of 
Directors of Synod, and the faculty of Concordia Seminary, Saint 
Louis, with power to act. One of the chief features adopted by 
this committee was the appointment of a full-time editor, “who 
shall be a member of the faculty of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.” 
The Witness of September 2, 1952, announced that the new editor, 
Dr. Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler, had accepted the new appointment. 

Since September 1, 1952, the Witness has again enjoyed the 
services of a full-time editor. Intimately associated with the edu- 
cational institutions of Synod, a former professor of our Con- 
cordias at Portland, Oreg., and St.Paul, Minn., for more than 
30 years, an editor with previous experience, and a former dean 
of the editorial department of Concordia Publishing House,”* 
Blankenbuehler assumed his duties with competence. 

A reorganization of the Witness staff became necessary. Of 
the previous staff, both Schick and Spitz received appointments 
on the new editorial board. Thus they became “ineligible to serve 
as associate editors.” Other members of the editorial board, 
appointed at this time, were Rev. Alfred Doerffler of St. Louis, 


64. Ibid., LXIX (June 27, 1950), 200. 
65. Ibid., p. 202. 
66. Ibid., LXXI (Sept. 2, 1952), 12. 
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Rev. Theodore F. Nickel of Chicago (pastor of the church founded 
by Dr. Theodore Graebner), Dr. Paul W. Lange of St. Louis, 


_ Dr. Louis P. Lochner, New York City, and Mr. Leon Wengert, 


Colo, Iowa. 

The newly appointed associate editors appointed in October 
1952 were: Prof. Victor Bartling, who served until January 1, 
1957, Prof. Alfred von Rohr Sauer, serving at the present time, 
Prof. Otto E. Sohn, also serving at the present time, Rev. Paul 
Juergensen, Alton, Ill., who served until the time of his death on 
December 29, 1953. He was replaced by Rev. Paul G. Stephan, 
appointed on March 16, 1954. Pastor Stephan is also serving 
at the present time. Other members of the original committee, 
appointed in October 1952, are Rev. Lewis C. Niemoeller of Spring- — 
field, Ill., also still serving, and Teacher John M. Runge of 
St. Louis, still in the service. 

A full-time assistant to the editor, Pastor Martin W. Mueller, 
began his services to the Witness on February 15, 1955, “as an 
employee of Concordia Publishing House.”*’ After having served 
a pastorate in the state of New York, Mueller began his work 
with enthusiasm and competence. In October 1956 he was ap- 
pointed managing editor of the Witness, a post which he holds 
today. 

- The last revision in both the editorial board as well as among 
the associate editors occurred in October 1956. That time saw 
the reorganization of the editorial board under the chairmanship 
of Dr. L. W. Spitz with Dr. Erwin L. Lueker as secretary. New 
members to the board appointed at that time were Rev. Omar 
Stuenkel and Rev. Roland Wiederaenders. 

New associate editors appointed were Dr. Arthur W. Klinck, 
Rev. Reuben C. Baerwald, and Rev. Albert W. Galen. 

Special editors were appointed to cover synodical activities 
and the news of Synod’s auxiliary agencies. Appointed in October 
of last year, the four contributing editors are still serving: Rev. 
Elmer A. Kettner, Rev. Alfred P. Klausler, Mr. Elmer F. Kraemer, 
and Mrs. Albert J. Warnke. 

How does an editor feel about his work? Dr. Caemmerer, 
who had served for twelve yeats, perhaps offers us the best sum- 
mary when he wrote: 

To be a member of the staff of the Lutheran Witness brought also 
other values and opportunities through the years. Editors do not 


sit in an ivory tower, but have lines of communication with the field. 
They man a listening post. As they reflect upon the state of the 


67. Ibid.. LXXIV (March 1, 1955), 87. 
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church and their readers react to them, they receive insights into 
the people of the church, and their own denomination as a whole, 
which are stimulating and useful. Like the thousands who man 
the radar defense of America, they become sensitive to the changes, 
for better or for worse, which move in upon the church.®* 

Ninety-seven years ago Pastor P. J. Buehl of Akron, Ohio, 
petitioned Synod to publish an English periodical. The overture 
of 1860 was turned down in view of the “great difficulties” which 
would be encountered chiefly because no funds were available and 
a capable editor could not be found. Additional proof of the 
impracticality of the recommendation lists the fact that the Lu- 
therans of America would present setious opposition to such in- 
struction by the Germans. In spite of the fact that the Norwegian 
brethren expressed interest in the project, Synod found itself unable 
to launch out in this area. Instead, it urged two of its pastors to 
consider such a publication as a private venture. The result was the 
appearance under the able pen of Pastor F. A. Schmidt of the 
Lutheran Watchman from 1866 to 1868. A former associate of 
the Witness, Rev. Carl Spannuth, published for a brief time an 
opposition English paper called the Vindicator. The first issue of 
this short-lived periodical appeared in June 1890. Since no com- 
plete set is available, it is difficult to say how many issues were 
ptoduced. Of the appearance of the Vindicator, Editor Frank 
wrote: “I must own, I was stung and hurt by such proceedings and 
had my pencil sharpened to give this Vindicator the deserved send- 
off.” One of his co-workers, however, “at once sent me a com- 
forting letter and asked me not to notice the Vindicator, because 
it would fall of itself to the wayside. This good counsel prevailed 
with me, and the Vindicator soon perished.” 

Within recent years considerable discussion centered on ex- 
panding the Witness and issuing it as a weekly. This was already 
urged by Pastor E. Rader in 1890 when he wrote: “I should like 
to see the Witness a weekly paper and somewhat enlarged. Then, 
in my judgment, we shall have all our wants supplied.” cS 
Rev. Paul Lindemann, in 1925, in referring to the Witness, 
stated: ; 

This ably edited paper has steadily increased in influence and 
is aggressively presenting the tenets of true Lutheranism in the lan- 
guage of our land. In the course of time local and sectional periodicals 

have appeared within Synod in large numbers, representing their spe- 


68. Ibid., LXXI (Aug. 5, 1952), 7. 
69. Letter (see n. 28). 
70, Lutheran Witness, IX (Dec. 21, 1890), 109. 
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cific interests and circumscribed localities and, no doubt, proving 

valuable publicity agencies within the limited circle of their influence.” 
Perhaps no more fitting conclusion could be found than the 
wotds of welcome expressed by the Lutheran Pioneer when its 
editors saw the first issue of the Witness 75 years ago. The Pioneer 
said: “We bid the Lutheran Witness a heatty welcome and hope 
that by the grace of God it may at all times be a true witness 
of the pure Gospel truth. ... We do not doubt that it will find 
support which it well deserves.”"” This welcome has been extended 
into thousands of homes all over America and the globe. The word 
of prophecy spoken by Prof. R. A. Bischoff 75 years ago has been 
completely fulfilled. May the Lord of the church grant also this 
arm, for 75 years engaged in the holy work of spreading His — 
name by means of the English language, its editors and associates 
as well as the 425,000 subscribers, His grace, His courage, and 


‘His strength. 


71. Paul Lindemann, “Publicity Work in the Missouri Synod,” Ebenezer, p. 459. 
72. Lutheran Pioneer, IV (June 1882), 24. 


The Reverend 
Berthold Hein 


Pioneer Polish Pastor 
(see pages 1 and 2) 
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We Need You 


We are deeply grateful to The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, 


as well as to the annual Fiscal Con- 


ference, which last September voted 
the Institute its largest annual sup- 
port ever granted — $24,600 for the 
fiscal year from February 1, 1958, 
to January 31, 1959. Without this 
synodical support, our operations 
would have to cease immediately. 

However, we need you especially 
in two ateas. We emphatically need 
your continued individual support 
through your membership in the 
Institute. Our anticipated income 
from you and the other approxi- 
mately 900 members is required to 
publish the QuarreRLy and to do 
such other work as is not provided 
by the synodical budget. Secondly, 
we have found that our best and 
most consistent members are those 
which you have gained for us 
through your personal contact. Isn’t 
it almost a sad commentary that 
only approximately one out of 2,000 
synodical members shows an interest 
in the history of his church? In our 
efforts of effectively strengthening 
our synodical membership, we ought 
to build up an Institute mem- 
bership of 10,000—or one out of 
every 200 members of Synod. We 
are appealing to you to help us in- 
crease this membership during the 
coming year. We will be happy to 
supply you with the necessary fold- 
ers, brochures, and _ self-addressed 
stamped envelopes. 


Our administrative and opeta- 
tional expenses are fairly well met 
by the synodical appropriation. 
Photo copy work also is adequately 
taken care of through the annual 
subsidy of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League. Areas requiring financial 
support, however, are: rehabilitation 
(repair and restoration of docu- 
ments, pictures, and museum pieces) ; 
binding (there is no better way of 
properly protecting valuable pam- 
phlets, journals, and  shop-worn 
books) ; and equipment. Ever since 
the construction of our present 
quarters in 1952, we have been un- 
able to purchase the necessary 
equipment (typewriter, filing aids, 
manuscript reader, photo-copy equip- 
ment, and various other smaller 
office machines) . 

We are depending on you! Will 
you please continue to enroll new 
members, or report names and ad- 
dresses of prospective members? 
Herewith, we also speak our word 
of gratitude to you for your past 
support. A.R.S. 
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New Members Since Last Printing (May 31, 1957) 
As of March 1, 1958 


New Active Members 


Dr. John C. Baur, Missouri 

Mr. Kenneth Beckenhauer, Nebraska 
Rev. Theodore L. Blanken, Illinois 
Mr. Herman Blaesing, Wisconsin 
Rev. Robert G. Cardaro, Texas 

Mr. Paul Curtis, Nebraska 

Rev. George Elbert, Illinois 

Rev. Theo. A. Fischer, New Jersey 
Miss Emma Foley, Indiana 

Mr. Arthur Franke, Missouri 

Rev. Roland F. Frerking, Florida 
Mr. John Golisch, Missouri 

Mr. Herbert A. Hilmer, Missouri 
Rev. E. S. Husmann, Chio 

~ Rev. Frederick Janzow, Texas 

Rev. August Jarus, Arkansas 

Mr. Erich H. Kaeppel, Missouri 
Miss Lydia Keller, Illinois 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Kelly, Michigan 
Miss Clara C. Kolterman, Kansas 
Mr. O. C. Korslund, Missouri 

Mr. A. W. Krieger, Michigan 

Mr. Richard M. Laux, Illinois 

Mr. Richard Maass, Minnesota 

Mrs. Leonard Mandeville, Michigan 
Mrs. Frank C. Marschner, Michigan 
Rev. Albert H. Maschmeyer, Canada 
Mrs. Henry Mealwitz, Massachusetts 
Mrs. R. H. C. Meyer, Missouri 

Rev. W. E. Mueller, Canada 

Mr. William F: Niehr, New York 
Mrs. A. F. Pollex, Canada 

Mr. Louis W. Reins, Illinois 

Mrs. Philippine Rohrman, Illinois 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schalck, Indiana 
Rev. Walter Seidensticker, Wisconsin 
Prof. Arthur Simon, Illinois 

Rev. Dr. Francis Uplegger, Arizona 
Mrs. H. A. Voehm, Iowa 

Miss Velma Wiehe, Indiana 

Mr. Leonard Williams, California 
Mr. Louis A. Wolfanger, Michigan 
Mr. O. H. Wyneken, California 


Active to Sustaining 


Rev. John Bajus, Illinois 

Mr. Arthur J. Fenske, Wisconsin 
Mr. Walter H. Hartung, Virginia 
Mrs. Jennie Kopp, Illinois 

Dr. William A. Kramer, Missouri 
Miss Emily Kuehner, Wisconsin 
Rev. Robert J. Leege, Ohio 

Miss Elsie Manns, Ohio 


Rev. A. Miessler, Missouri 

Rev. Ed. L. Schneider, Missouri 
Rev. Otto C. Schultz, Iowa 

Dr. Walter R. Schur, Massachusetts 
Mr. August Seefeldt, Wisconsin 
Mr. Arthur Thoms, Colorado 
Prof, Lorenz Wunderlich, Missouri 


Active to Patron 
Mr. Harold Mayer, New York 


New Sustaining 


Miss Erna Arndt, Missouri — 

Mr. Paul E. Bahr, California 

Mr. John W. Barstow, Texas 

Miss Leona Beckman, Missouri 

Mr. Cameron Biewend, Maine 

Mr. Theo. E. Bohlmann, Missouri 

Rev. Walter G. Boss, Oregon 

Mr. Allen Eckrich, Missouri 

Mr. Robert Enlow, Illinois 

Miss Myrtle K. Estes, Missouri 

Mr. Lester E. Fritsche, Missouri 

Gamma Delta Mothers Club, Missouri 

Rev. E. Glock, Illinois 

Gus T. Handge, and Son Painting Company, 
Missouri . 

Mr. Walter T. Hennig, Arkansas 

Mr. B. M. Holt, North Dakota 

Mr. Theo. H. Kwirant, Jr., Illinois 

Mr. Walter F. Luekens, Ohio 

Mapleweod Venetian Blind Company, 
Missouri 

Miss Nora A. Meyer, Missouri 

Miss Lena J. Mueller, Missouri 

Miss Lucy B. Mueller, Missouri 

Rev. Gilbert T. Otte, Michigan 

Mr. Adolph Rittmueller, Illinois 

Mr. William C. Schmidtke, Illinois 

Mr. Louis S. Schoen, Nebraska 

Mr. Emil Schott, Wisconsin 

Rev. Carl J. Stapf, South Dakota 

Mr. William K. Winter, Oklahoma 


New Student Membership 
Mr. Donald E. Bendewald, Missouri 
Mr. Gerald A. Peppler, Missouri 


New Life Memberships 


Mr. Harold T. Homan, Missouri 
Mr. Walter Koch, Colorado 
Miss Ida Zoch, Illinois 
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Fifth Triennial Archivists’ 


Dr. Martin H. Scharlemann set 
the keynote in his opening devotion 
of the Fifth Triennial Archivists’ 
and Historians’ Conference, held in 
the Institute on October 8 and 9. 
This may well be the only con- 
ference of its kind among American 
Protestants. Dr. Scharlemann em- 


phasized that “a man without his 


history is like a man without a yard- 
stick.” 
Words of welcome were given by 


Professor Arthur M. Vincent, the 
_president’s representative, Concor- 


dia Seminary, St. Louis. “History is 
not a hitching post, but a guide 
post,” he asserted. Dr. Arthur C. 
Repp, Institute president, defined 
the Institute’s work as “a service 
agency.” Dr. Carl S. Meyer, editor 
of the QuarTERLy, presented the 
purpose of this journal. 

The conference consisted of the 
various archivists of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, serving 
the 32 North American Districts. 
Immediately preceding the business 
of the conference, a resolutions and 
equalization committee was formed, 
consisting of Rev. Carl A. Koerber, 
Baltimore, Md. (Southeastern Dis- 
trict), serving as chairman; Mr. Ar- 
thur C. Thoms, Denver, Colo. (Col- 
orado District; our only layman 
setving as archivist); and Rev. Gil- 
bert T. Otte, Detroit Mich. (Michi- 
gan District) . : 

Chairman of the conference was 
Pastor O. C. Schultz, Westgate, 
Iowa (Iowa District East); Pastor 
Paul Harre, New Minden, II. 
(Southern Illinois), served as vice- 
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and Historians’ Conference 


chairman; and Pastor R. W. 
Goetsch, New Richmond, Wis. 
(North Wisconsin) , lending his able 
assistance as sectetaty (a position he 
has filled for the past three years at 
the Archivists’ Conference) . 

“A Survey of District Archives 
and Obstacles Confronting the Ar- 
chivist” was one of the main ad- 
dresses, given by Archivist Arthur C. 
Thoms. He stressed that too many 
people labor under the misconcep- 
tion “that church history and records 
work is not the work of the church.” 
A résumé of the recent survey of 
all the 32 District archives (taken 
by Mr. Thoms) revealed that the 
records being accumulated on the 
District level are taking on increased 
proportions. 

Institute Director August R. Suel- 
flow appealed for greater care in 
preserving historical materials, more 
adequate equipment for storage and 
preservation, and presented guide 
lines on preparing inventories for 
the collections. “Enemies of Atr- 
chives can be ‘human enemies,’ more 
destructive than vermin. Archivists 
are sometimes chief enemies of their 
own collections,” he stated. 

The closing devotion for the first 
day of the conference was led by 
Pastor Carl J. Goette, Archivist of 
the Eastern District. “Bless the 
Lord ... and forget not all His ben- 
efits,’ was the remaining thought 
for the day. 

Professor Everette W. Meier of 
St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans., 
gave intimate and fascinating 
glimpses into the person of Dr. 
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Henry C. Schwan, the third Presi- 
dent of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, in a dinner meeting 
of the St. Louis Chapter of the In- 
stitute, a part of the Archivists’ 
Conference. 

Opening devotion for the second 
day of the conference was led by 
Pastor Goetsch. “The archives of 
the various Districts are the recorded 
memories, and these memories serve 
to bind our lives with the lives of 
saints gone by, and of saints to 
come,” he stated. 

Editor Elmer Kraemer of the 
Lutheran Layman, a publication of 
the International Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, presented in lucid terms 
“What an Editor Expects from an 
Archivist.” He urged the District 
Archivists to be “watchdogs of 
accuracy” when historical material is 
published. He suggested that the 
archivists send notes of correction 
when errors occur, so that the mis- 
take will not be repeated. Mr. 
Kraemer further stated that the Dis- 


trict Archivist should be prepared to 
furnish editors of church and secular 
periodicals with biographical infor- 
mation of pastors and church leaders 
in their District, pictures and other 
materials on anniversaries, dedica- 
tions, church customs, and building 
construction details. 

“What do I do next?” might well 
sum up the main idea of Rev. Carl 
J. Stapf’s address, “A New Archi- 
vist Gets His Feet on the Ground.” 
Pastor Stapf of Vermillion, S. Dak. 
(Archivist of the South Dakota 
District), related the steps an archi- 
vist goes through in obtaining and 
filing materials, and the many ques- 
tions arising for the archivist during 
the first few months of office. 

The conference adjourned on Oc- 
tober 9 with the closing devotion 
led by Rev. Otto C. Schultz, Archi- 
vist of the Iowa District East. The 
closing. remarks were based on 
Psalm 111: “God hath made His 


wonderful works to be remembered.” 


A.R.S. 


The Oldest Missouri Synod Pulpit? 


In the winter 1957 (Vol. XXIX, 
p. 170) issue of the QUARTERLY, we 
raised the question whether the pul- 
pit of “Old” Trinity of St. Louis, 
in use since 1865, was the oldest in 
the Missouri Synod. 

Since that time we heard from 
Pastor F. A. Hertwig of St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, Schaumburg, IIl., 
that the pulpit he uses was dedicated 
on November 4, 1863. He also adds 
the interesting notes: “According to 
the history, Dr. Walther was guest 


preacher here several times. The 
congregation served as host to two 
District conventions in the early 
days. So the officials of Synod, and 
to my knowledge, the last two Pres- 
idents of Synod have been guests 
here.” 

- We thank Pastor Hertwig for this 
information, and simultaneously 
raise the question once again: “Is 
this the oldest pulpit in use by Mis- 
souri Synod clergymen?” 

A.R.S. 
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LUTHER'S WORKS. American 


Edition. Volume 22. Sermons on the 


Gospel of St. John, Chapters 1—4. 
Translated by Martin H. Bertram. 


_ Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan. St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 


1957. 
xi + 558 pages. Cloth. $6.00. As the 
volumes of the American edition of Lu- 
ther’s Works appear, notice of them will 
be given the readers of the QUARTERLY. 
Brief notices should not, however, detract 
from the worth of the volumes or the 
importance of the entire project by their 
brevity. The present volume has much 
to commend it—the subject matter is 
based on a portion of a popular book of 
the Bible, the expositions were given to 
the people (not delivered as classroom 
lectures) , the translation is especially well 
done. 


THE RESPONSIBLE CHRIS- 
TIAN. By Victor Obenhaus. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1957. 
ix + 219 pages. Cloth. $4.00. This 
discussion —it is called a “Protestant 
Interpretation” — of current issues, such 
as race, church and state, civil rights, 
will be of interest only to those who feel 
that they must acquaint themselves with 
a variety of points of view. Dr. Oben- 
hau’s point of view does not go far be- 
yond the “social gospel.” 


THE MORMONS. By Thomas 
F. O'Dea. Chicago: University of Chi- 
cago Press, 1957. xii + 289 pages. 
Cloth. $5.00. Few monographs dealing 
with some phase of the history of reli- 
gious groups in this country will equal 
Dr. O’Dea’s treatment of the Mormons 
for balance, scholarship, and felicity of 
style. His account is called “the remark- 
able story of how and why a small, em- 
battled sect became a substantial Ameri- 
can denomination and community.” The 
social and political aspects of Mormon- 
ism are treated, as are the religious and 
theological aspects. 
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Book Reviews 


REVIVALISM AND SOCIAL RE- 
FORM IN MID-NINETEENTH 
CENTURY AMERICA. By Timothy 
L. Smith. New York and Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1957. 253 pages. 
Cloth. $4.00. Twelve of the fourteen 
chapters of this volume had received the 
Frank S. and Elizabeth D. Brewer Prize 
Essay for 1955 of the American Society 
of Church History. In this prize essay the 
author shows that revivalism and perfec- 
tionism increased in the major denomina- 
tions between 1840 and 1865, especially 
in the cities. He investigated a large 
amount of popular religious literature of 
the period for his findings. He has 
shown that revivalism and perfectional- 
ism prepared the way for the social gos- 
pel. The movement also influenced the 
Lutheran Church, as Dr. Smith brings 
out, especially through S. S. Schmucker. 
Here is the religious milieu which the 
Missouri Synod faced in its formative 
years. Dr. Smith’s treatment is compre- 
hensive, broad, sympathetic, authentic; 
it is recommended to the general reader, 
too. 


MELANCHTHON: THE QUIET 
REFORMER. By Clyde L. Manschreck. 
New York and Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1958. 350 pages. Cloth. $6.00. 
“A biography of one of the chief figures 
of the Reformation,” sympathetically 
written, delightful reading, well gotten 
up and nicely printed, was needed. This 
one meets these requirements. Its chief 
defects are in its interpretations and 
theological evaluations. The work will 
be widely discussed and used. No one 
who wishes to have more than the most 
superficial acquaintance with the Lu- 
theran Reformation will care to bypass it. 
Few, however, will have the author as 
a sure guide throughout. C.S.M. 
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Editorial Notes 


Do you like the new features of 
the Quarterty? The double col- 
umn will become standard for all 
pages of the journal. Rev. Suelflow’s 
article had been set up already; its 
typography is uniform with the two 
previous installments. The two col- 
umns have 16 per cent more reading 
material per page than the solid 
page, because the margins have been 
reduced. 

The reduction of the issue to 
32 pages is necessary because of in- 
creased printing costs. The Board 
of Governors was compelled to 
adopt this format rather than de- 
crease the number of issues. The cost 
of the Quarterty is borne by the 
membership fees. 


The membership of the Concordia — 
Historical Institute could easily be 
2,000 rather than 900 plus. Will — 
you do your part? 

* OK Ok 

The Missouri Historical Review, 
under the able editorship of Floyd 
C. Shoemaker, secretary of the 
State Historical Society of Missouri, 
took notice of the two anniversaries — 
observed by the Concordia Histori- 
cal Institute in 1957. Another para- 
graph told about the Archivists’ and 
Historians’ Conference. On the in- 
side back cover the whole page 
featured the Concordia Historical 
Institute in a nicely written article 
with a picture of the Institute 
building. CrSeMiE 


Augustana Marks Paxton 


According to a recent issue of 
the Lutheran Companion (Vol. 
103, Oct. 30, 1957, pp. 1416) the 
original site of Augustana College 
and Seminary was permanently 
marked in a suitable ceremony on 
September 22, 1957, at Paxton, IIl. 
The Augustana Lutheran Church’s 
institutions were located here from 
1863 to 1875, when they were tre- 
located at Rock Island, Ill. Origi- 
nally the schools had been estab- 
lished in Chicago in 1860. Much of 
the credit for the eventual placing 
of the marker goes to Mr. Frank E. 
Anderson, of the local Augustana 
Congregation, and to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. A. Keefe, the owners of the plot 


of ground on which the original 
buildings stood. 

The local congregation, together 
with the Executive Council of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church, ap- 
pointed two separate committees to 
handle the matter of erecting a 
matker. The Augustana Historical 
Society prepared the plaque and 
planned the dedicatory services in 
co-operation with a local congrega- 
tion. In his address, President Oscar 
A. Benson stated that the “witness- 
ing stone” stands as a memorial “to 
the devotion of the pioneers . . . to 
their dedication to a sound, Chris- 
tian witness . . . they were Bible 


defenders.” A. RS: 
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(District Representatives of the Institute) 
Alberta and. British Columbia District North Dakota District | 
Seas Scat Rev. G. Gehrs, R. R., Crystal, N. Dak. 
North Wisconsin District 
ee rio, Concordia, Se ae a 
ged ina isc Northern Illinois District 
tlantic District Archivist, Room 713, 77 W. Washington St. 
. W. H. Luecke, Concordia Collegiate 
. : a Northern Nebraska District 
District Premade Waa 
Te eee tee do Sut, Brazil 
. ‘De Laney, 20 Re hess Rev, Carl Nitz, 3638 N.E, Th Ave. 
Central District Otanoma Diet 
Prot Jn Hea eet, now alah ee 
Colorado District South Dakota District 
Mr. Arthur Thoms, 2540 E. Tift Ave., Rev. Carl J. Stapf, Vermillion, S. Dak. 
Sahel South Wisconsin District 


Rey. Carl J. Goette, 9 Wood St., Pittston, Pa. (TC a eee elem 
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Iowa District East 

Rev. O. C. Schultz, Westgate, Iowa 

Iowa District West Park, Calit 
= Southern Illinois District — 

| Rev. Paul F. Harre, New Minden, Ill. 
Peg Mees oh Cotes gece Sanaa ig 
‘Rev. Gam winger, Brine, Bask., Canada Texas District 

“Michigan Rev. W, H. Bewle, 3000 Dancy St. 
“Rev, Gilbert Otte, 9945 E. Outer Dr., rae 

| Minnesota District 


| - Eugene Juergerisen, 1003 First St., W., 


i 


I remember the days of old; 
I meditate on all Thy works. 


i ad 


